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Fellow Child Welfare Advocates,

It is finally that time again…time for fall! (Real fall, not
that two day cool-off that teases us before broiling us
further for a few more weeks.) It is time for leaves to turn
orange, yellow, red and brown as they end their time
decorating the world. It’s time for life to transition to a
new season, one with different joys to behold. Instead of
beach days, baseball and suntans, we now get to enjoy
pumpkin spice, backyard fire pits and cozy pullovers.
Although we enjoy the gifts of each season we begin to
look forward to the next season and what it has in store.

Just as the seasons change, so do our roles in the work
we do. Often our seasons follow the natural pattern of
life, and sometimes they decide that the transition must
come a little out of season. This is one of those times for
myself and my role with MACCA. I have treasured my
time as President of this great organization and been
blessed to be a part of leading us during our strategic
planning, redesign and rebranding.

I have been humbled to be a part of the intentional alignment of our organization with the evolving child welfare
landscape. But I will be moving to the next season of my career and leaving my position with First Place for Youth
and will be stepping down in my role as President of MACCA as I will no longer represent a member organization.
 
But just as pool days and sunscreen turn to hayrides and pumpkin spice, MACCA will move to its next season
under the leadership of a new President with new visions for where the organization can grow and further its
mission. Beginning on October 15th, Shea Hutchins will assume the role of MACCA President! She will bring a
new approach to the next season with her leadership and build upon what we have begun.
 
Although I will no longer be a member of MACCA, I will always be a partner and advocate for the mission. It
should never be underestimated how much can and has been done through MACCA as the members serving the
children and families align on high standards of care, collaborative services, and a dedication to building a
continuum of care that meets the diverse needs of all families and children in our state. The ability to speak with
one voice for policies, standards, and resources that benefit the whole continuum rather than the individual
agency or program is what makes the work of MACCA so impactful. Through this collaborative work internally
and the intentional work with external partners, MACCA is moving Mississippi’s child welfare system in the right
direction. 
 
I am grateful for the trust and confidence placed in me over the past two years. I am humbled by the leaders that
I have stood beside and the incredible knowledge, experience and passion that each of them holds. I look forward
to serving with you as a partner and ally moving forward. We still have so much more to do!
 
Thank you!

Samantha Kalahar, President
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MACCA traveled to Washington, D.C., in September for our annual D.C. Fly-In, where we met with
the Mississippi delegation to discuss key issues impacting our work. This year, we were also

pleased to meet with VOCA representatives at the Department of Justice to provide updates on
Mississippi's progress and advocate for continued support.
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Join MS families for Kids for their 25th
annual 4-man scramble, 18-hole golf

tournament complete with food, drinks,
prizes, and gifts benefiting MFFK’s child

permanency efforts on October 10th,
2024 at Lake Caroline Golf Club in

Madison, MS at 10:00 a.m.

Registration is OPEN for teams and
individuals. Sponsorship opportunities
are also available. All purchases are tax

deductible.

Registration deadline: October 4th.

Register

https://mffk.org/product/wendys-childrens-golf-classic-registration-oct10th2024/?fbclid=IwY2xjawFqYhBleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHT0fOqNv6dhLL6OJBudfE-GaQC45oJXzAUR3QWiWoKgkac5fqQGe08yhiw_aem_ZTt6zi6pxuADZ1YUmDcnEg
https://mffk.org/product/wendys-childrens-golf-classic-registration-oct10th2024/?fbclid=IwY2xjawFqYhBleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHT0fOqNv6dhLL6OJBudfE-GaQC45oJXzAUR3QWiWoKgkac5fqQGe08yhiw_aem_ZTt6zi6pxuADZ1YUmDcnEg
https://mycanopy.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/2023-Annual-Report.pdf
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MDCPS held their 3rd Annual
Forward Conference - Together We

Can on October 1, 2024.

SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

https://secure.qgiv.com/for/newbeginnings/event/celebrationofadoption2024/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/newbeginnings/event/celebrationofadoption2024/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/newbeginnings/event/edivamandreportipersc/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/newbeginnings/event/edivamandreportipersc/


“This initiative represents a transformative
opportunity for foster youth, providing them with a
critical life skill that will help open doors and pave
the way to a brighter future. We are grateful to
MDCPS for their partnership in launching this
important program," said Myrle Grate, Sunnybrook
Executive Director.

MEMBER NEWSMEMBER NEWS
Sunnybrook Children's Home Awarded Two Contracts by

Mississippi’s Department of Child Protective Services
(MDCPS) to Launch Statewide Programs for Foster Youth

Sunnybrook Children's Home is proud to announce
the award of two significant contracts by the
Mississippi Department of Child Protective Services
(MDCPS) aimed at empowering foster youth across
the state. These contracts are set to launch
groundbreaking initiatives designed to help young
people in foster care gain vital life skills, including the
ability to obtain their driver's license and prepare for
independent living.

The Transportation and Driving Pilot Program, the
first of its kind in Mississippi, will assist foster youth
aged 15 and older in securing their learner’s permit
and driver’s license. This statewide initiative will
provide driver’s education classes at various locations
across Mississippi, strategically scheduled during
school vacation and holiday breaks in alignment with
local school district calendars.
The need for such a program is evident, as currently,
less than 5% of foster youth nationwide have
obtained their driver’s license. The Transportation
and Driving Program aims to significantly increase
this percentage, empowering young people with the
ability to access greater opportunities for education,
employment, and personal independence.

Through the Supervised Independent Living Program, youth will have access to essential resources such
as money management, time management, social skills training, job readiness, and practical life skills,
including driving education. The program is designed to ensure that foster youth can build a strong
foundation for independence, positioning them to thrive as they transition out of MDCPS custody.

These programs underscore Sunnybrook's ongoing commitment to serving foster youth across Mississippi
and reflect the state's dedication to improving outcomes for this vulnerable population. Both contracts
represent a vital step forward in offering the support foster youth need to succeed in their personal and
professional lives.

For more information about the Transportation and Driving Pilot Program or Supervised Independent
Living Program grants at Sunnybrook Children’s Home, please visit www.sunnybrookms.org or contact
Ron Veazey at (601) 540-4253 or rveazey@sunnybrookms.org. 

Myrle Grate, Sunnybrook Executive Director, shakes
hands with Devon Loggins, CPS Deputy Commissioner

of Clinical Support, after receiving news that
Sunnybrook Children's Home was awarded a grant to

help launch two landmark initiatives in support of
youth exiting foster care: Transportation & Driving

Pilot Program (Ages 15+) and Supervised Independent
Living Program (Ages 18-21+)

In addition, Sunnybrook Children’s Home has
been awarded a second contract to expand its
Supervised Independent Living Program (SIL), a
statewide initiative focused on serving youth
over the age of 18 who are exiting the foster care
system. This program will support residents as
they transition out of foster care, offering them
the tools and training needed to navigate
adulthood with confidence and success.

https://sunnych.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9fd992d53f745b214d02cb93d&id=1c8f644c7f&e=392faa1545
mailto:rveazey@sunnybrookms.org?subject=Inquiry%3A%20Transportation%20and%20Driving%20Pilot%20Program%20Grant
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For Social Works, Therapists, Community
Leaders, and more. 

Registration closes Sunday, October 6th.

For more information about the conference
please email Latoya Clark-Horne (lclark-

horne@mchms.org) or call 601-853-5000. 

Faith Haven held their
Annual Golf Tournament on

September 27, 2024.

Sally Kate Winters Family Services’ Christmas
Fundraiser is here!

Place your pre-order by calling their office at 
662-494-4867 or emailing kelly@sallykatewinters.org.

Adult sizes range from only S-XXXL; each $25. Tiles
and Ornaments are $16. There is a limited quantity, so

be sure to get your order in. 

Payments and pick-ups will begin November 4th!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/human-trafficking-conference-tickets-956409054227?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjawFqZq5leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbkiW7KlJ7963BeSYZRfEOO3MKPzw62navr2H9ZUwoS-uQ6eGCKIgHJOJw_aem_p5_qcTPc7DRcU3yOPlvvWQ
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/human-trafficking-conference-tickets-956409054227?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjawFqZq5leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHbkiW7KlJ7963BeSYZRfEOO3MKPzw62navr2H9ZUwoS-uQ6eGCKIgHJOJw_aem_p5_qcTPc7DRcU3yOPlvvWQ
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Share
Your
News!

Send us your latest updates,
upcoming events, and other info

you want to share with your fellow
MACCA members!

Email to taylor@tenonestrategy.com
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